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TCAS Wins Toyota Grant For Bartel Restoration

The Thorn Creek Audubon Society learned on May 30 that it has won a grant funded by the Toyota
Corporation to promote volunteerism for the Bartel and Orland Grasslands. The TCAS grant was one of 40
selected from the 65 applicants; TCAS will share the $7,000 award with a Chicago Audubon site that
partnered with it to apply for the grant.

Toyota’s new TogetherGreen program is a partnership with the National Audubon Society and offers
grants and fellowships for conservation projects. Its goals are “to build conservation leadership, engage
millions of people in conservation action, and achieve lasting conservation results.” The TCAS grant
application was drafted by President Al Thomas, Vice-president Dick Riner, and board member Michelle
O'Connor.

Riner, who is steward for Bartel, said the grant will be used to help recruit more volunteers to continue
the on-going restoration at both Bartel and at Orland Grasslands. The approximately 380 acres of grassland
at the Bartel site include several native prairie plants, but there are still far too many European and Asian
exotics. Bartel volunteers remove the exotics and restore as many of the original plant species as possible.
Sometimes this requires “down-and dirty” labor-intensive work, Riner said, and the project can use many more
hands to restore Bartel to a native grassland/wetland complex.

One of the requirements for the grant was to have a “partner” in the conservation effort, and TCAS is
partnering with the Chicago Audubon Society. Between them they need to bring in 150 new volunteers; Riner
said he hopes TCAS can add at least 100 more to their existing core of workers. He also said the Audubon
chapters will host six Volunteer Day celebrations this year to help meet the goal.

Not all volunteers will be doing heavy physical work, he said; some may keep records, do research, and
observe the behavior of the many native birds that have returned to the restored grassland. The present corps
of volunteers includes not only TCAS members, but members of other conservation organizations and some
area high school students.

TCAS Names New Officers

Mew officers and committee Reads are in place for the 2008-2009 fiscal year of the Thorn Creek
Audubon Society. Voted in at the May meeting were Al Thomas, president; Dick
Riner, vice-president; Sidney Duke, treasurer; Terrie Spillers, secretary; and Michelle O'Connor, Jim Murphy
and Dory Grosche, directors.

Named to committee posts were Sue Putnam, development; Judy Gleitsman, conservation; Mary Anne
MclLean, education; Bob Pierce, grants and scholarships; Charlie Habecker, program; Mary Anne McLean, field
trips; Aura Duke, special projects; Judy Murphy, social coordinator; Dewey Helmick, publications and publicity;
Joan Crabb, newsletter; Mary White, field notes; Dory Grosche, ways and means; and Emiiy Kenny, webmaster.

The Thorn Creek Audubon Society is a chapter of the National Audubon Society and an affiliate of the
Ilinois Audubon Society. It is active in the Thorn Creek Ecosystem Partnership and the Bird Conservation
Metwork. TCAS also works with the Chicago Wilderness, Bartel Grassland and the Thorn Creek Nature Center
in all things bird related.






